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Captain your own boat through Europe’s scenic rivers and canals 
with Le Boat self-drive cruisers. What better way to explore 
Europe’s historic towns and cities then on your own private boat, 
all at your own pace?

To learn more 
about a 
Le Boat self-drive 
cruising vacation, 
order your free 
brochure at 
www.leboat.com 
or call

1-800-992-0291
today.

Waterways
Explore European

Cruise with Confidence

No Experience Required

Affordable and Fun

Le Boat provides the largest choice of inland waterway cruising from spring to fall, 
with over 200 different routes in eight countries, (France, Germany, Holland, 
Belgium, Ireland, England, Scotland, & Italy).  There are also over 1000 boats in 
the fleet and a range of models to fit all party sizes.

Don’t worry if you’ve never been on a canal boat before – Le Boat will show you 
how. The boats are simple to operate, easy to maneuver and you don’t need any 
experience or special license to operate, except Germany. 

Not only will you get the best price but your accommodation travels with you. To save 
time and to relax on their trip cruisers typically provision their boat for breakfast and lunch, 
and enjoy a dinner in quaint countryside villages.

To learn more 
about a 

Belgium, Ireland, England, Scotland, & Italy).  There are also over 1000 boats in 

FRANCE   ITALY   GERMANY   ENGLAND   IRELAND   SCOTLAND   BELGIUM   HOLLAND
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Plan now for your European self-drive boating vacation 
and cruise from only $446 US dollars per person per 
week. Call or visit us online for details. Call 1-800-992-0291 or 

visit www.leboat.com

Discover the Best of Europe on a Le Boat Self-Drive Boating Vacation

ENGINE ROOM

By Andy Adams

Small Efforts
Get Big Engine Room Cleaning Results

PUTTING YOUR boat away with a
clean engine room and bilge at the end of
the season is extremely important.

A coating of oil, or a mixture of oil
and fuel, will dry out over the winter
and cake onto all of the bilge systems,
fasteners and mechanical equipment
that it touches. Then, over the winter,
the storage wrap traps the oil fumes giv-
ing it months to permeate every part of
your boat. It also makes the bilge a lot
harder to clean out in the spring, but
spring is a time when a clean bilge has
particular value.

Next season when the boat first gets
running again, if you have a loose fitting
that drips fuel, a gasket that’s starting to
sweat oil, or something that didn’t get
properly tightened, a clean bilge will
show the telltale signs of future mechan-
ical problems. 

Most major marine cleaner companies
have effective bilge cleaning products. We
checked out Captain Phab, Starbrite,
Natural Marine, West Marine, Shurhold,
Yacht Shine but there are more. 

There was, however, one particular
product that we wanted to try out our-
selves. It’s called Micro50 Cleaner and
Degreaser and we were intrigued to learn
that the approach this product takes to
cleaning the bilge; it uses microbes capa-
ble of degrading hydrocarbons – they
actually eat the oil.

Once you get over the idea that any-
thing could actually eat oil, this concept
starts to be quite attractive. Literally bil-
lions of microorganisms come in every
bottle. Mix them with water prior to use.
Then, the dehydrated microorganisms
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Sport Boats 17-30’

Sport Cruisers 24-37’

75 Forestview Road, Orillia, ON L3V 6H1
877-759-8333 or 705-327-2002

Sport Yacht & Yacht 39-61’

Motor Yachts & Convertibles 54-100’

Always open at

SKYLINEMARINA.com

reactivate. An international com-
pany called Novozymes pro-
duces microbial strains capable
of degrading various substances
including hydrocarbons. The
particular strain in Micro50 
is able to organically digest
hydrocarbons and converts the
hydrocarbons (the oil in your
bilge) into oxygen and water
that is then released back into
the environment. 

Micro50 has both TerraChoice
and EcoLogo designations.
TerraChoice has led the develop-
ment and adoption of sustainable
product standards in Canada and
its EcoLogo program is one of the
most credible eco-labels in the
world. The TerraChoice organiza-
tion was recently purchased by the
independent, not-for-profit ULC
Standards (Underwriters Labora -
tories) as part of its UL Environment pro-
gram of “green” EcoLogo certification for
all of North America.

This seems like a solid foundation for
a product used around the water.

So, what we’re saying is that Micro50
actually eats the oil and turns it into oxy-
gen and water. When the food source is
exhausted – because your bilge is now
sparkling clean – they run out of food
and die.

If you’re thinking that this sounds too
good to be true, you’re in for a surprise.
We wanted to try this out in the real
world, so we turned to our friends at Bay
Port Yachting Center in Midland,
Ontario. They brought a 1980’s twin-
engine cabin cruiser out of storage for us.
We opened up the centre engine hatch
and were not at all surprised to find
caked-on grease and oil, plus a little pud-
dle of fresh engine oil that had been
spilled in the bilge.

To test this, we made up a mixture of
1 part Micro50 and 5 parts water and put
it into a pressure sprayer. We liberally
soaked down all of the dirty, oily areas
and the puddle of spilled oil. 

This is the bilge area down the keel of an
older twin-engine cabin cruiser. A little bit
of blue coloured oil has been accidentally
spilled on the step pad in the centre. You
can easily see the black, caked-on grease
and oil by the bilge pump and down the
keel underneath the step pad.

Earlier in the day, we had mixed up a
batch of Micro 50 in a small plastic 
pressure sprayer. We liberally soaked the
dirty areas.
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We expected that the solution would
have to be left in contact with the oil for
an extended period of time for it to work,
but to our surprise, the freshly spilled oil
started to break up immediately.

We used a scrub brush on the caked-
on grease near the bilge pump to speed
up the process. After only an hour, we
used a medium pressure hose to spray off
the areas we had treated. There is also a
phosphate-free surfactant (cleaner) in the
Micro50 line of products for stains and
dirt the microorganisms don’t eat. 

In the boat bilge, the hose left the sur-
face visibly clean, even in places a scrub
brush might not reach. At first, the water
mixed with the Micro50 made a dark
puddle in the bilge, but a short time later,
the water was nearly clear; that was a real
surprise to us.

We started getting carried away with
our success. We sprayed it on the black
scum line on the Boston Whaler next to
us. The Whaler had a two-inch black
hydrocarbon stain all the way around it
from oil and exhaust scum from being
moored all summer. A fast spray of
Micro50 and the black scum line started
to run down the hull in dark streaks.
With just a little bit of scrubbing, we were
able to hose the hull off clean almost
immediately.

Micro50 does not remove the lime

staining from the water, but it got the
hydrocarbons it was designed to attack.

The demonstration was both impres-
sive and convincing. I learned later that
the product was really developed for oil
spill remediation and “first responders”
like the fire department use this to spray
the spilled diesel fuel after a truck accident. 

If you use care, you can clean spilled
oil off concrete, your driveway and most
other solid surfaces, too.

If you are a boater who has to fill up
using a jerry can, a bit of spilled gasoline
and the gas smell can be quickly broken
down if you spray on some Micro50.

Putting your boat away with a clean
bilge is certainly a good idea and while
any of the good quality bilge cleaners will
do the job, we were taken with the visible
effectiveness of Micro50.

The way Micro 50 works, you could just
spray it in and leave it, but for a good job
in a short space of time, we used a little
boat brush to give it a scrub. You probably
know from cleaning your own boat that it's
very difficult to get into the cracks and
crevices around fittings and hoses.

Compare this to the first photo. In less
than two hours and with very little effort,
the oil spill and the caked-on grease and
oil have broken up and you can see a little
bit of clear water at the bottom of the pho-
tograph. The microbes have literally eaten
the hydrocarbons.
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